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Business and Economics

Environment Effects Statement

An Environment Effects Statement (EES) is Victoria’s most rigorous and transparent environmental impact
assessment. It describes the project, its rationale, and potential environmental and social effects.

Scoping requirements

In February 2025, the Victorian Minister for Planning issued the final scoping requirements for the VNI West
EES, setting out the proposed specific matters to be investigated and documented in the EES. While the
scoping requirements are intended to cover all relevant matters, the EES can also address other significant
matters that emerge during the EES investigations or through consultation.

Business impact (socioeconomic)
scoping requirements

Business impact relates to the Socioeconomic EES
scoping requirements.

Matters for investigation
Socioeconomic matters identified include:

e Potential significant disruption — both long and
short-term — to existing and/or proposed land uses
(including agriculture), public infrastructure, and
fire and emergency management, with associated
economic and social effects.

e Potential impact on tourism and tourist attractions
within and around the project area of interest.

o Potential adverse economic effects, including both
direct and indirect effects on employment, farming

and agriculture, other businesses, housing, and local

and regional economy.

Assessment overview and study
methodology

The business impact assessment identifies, assesses,
and characterises potential direct and indirect effects
on businesses and the local economy within the study
area associated with the construction and operation of
the project. Broader economic impacts of the project
across the State will also be considered.

The assessment includes desktop research, economic
modelling, and consultation.

There is also a separate EES study specifically
addressing the potential for the project to impact
agriculture and agricultural businesses in the region.

Scan this QR code to view
the complete list of scoping

requirements for the VNI
West project



https://www.transmissionvictoria.com.au/about-vni-west/environment-effects-statement
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf

Existing conditions

The business impact assessment is ongoing. Existing
conditions understood to date indicate that the
study area is rural, characterised by relatively small
populations and low population densities. It includes
a limited number of medium and larger towns, such
as Charlton, Kerang, Stawell, St Arnaud, Wedderburn,
and Wycheproof. The project easement is at least
5km from all of the main townships and would have
no direct disruption effects on township businesses.
There are a limited number of non-agricultural
businesses in proximity to the project easement along
its entire length.

The local economy is dominated by agriculture,
which accounts for 53.3 per cent of businesses in
the study area and is the major employer. Impacts
on agricultural businesses will be assessed in the
Agriculture Impact Assessment. Other key industries
include community services — such as health and
education — as well as construction and retail.

Each shire’s economy contributes approximately
0.1 per cent to Victoria’'s Gross State Product (GSP).

Email: enquiries@vniwproject.com.au
Call: 1800 824 221
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Next steps

The business impact assessment is continuing, with
a focus on economic modelling. The specialists will
assess potential negative impacts which the project
may have on businesses, and consider whether
there will be positive effects through procurement
of labour, goods, and services in the region.

Need an interpreter? Call 1312 50 and quote VNI West.
If you have hearing difficulties or trouble speaking
on the phone, contact NRS on 1300 555 727 (voice),

1833 677 (TTY), or 0423 677 767 (SMS).
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