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Environment Effects Statement

An Environment Effects Statement (EES) is Victoria’s most rigorous and transparent environmental impact
assessment. It describes the project, its rationale, and potential environmental and social effects.

Scoping requirements

In February 2025, the Victorian Minister for Planning issued the final scoping requirements for the VNI West
EES, setting out the proposed specific matters to be investigated and documented in the EES. While the
scoping requirements are intended to cover all relevant matters, the EES can also address other significant
matters that emerge during the EES investigations or through consultation.

Social scoping requirements

The EES scoping requirements state that social
aspects have been identified as high priority for
technical investigations of potential impacts, due to
the extensive length of the proposed transmission
corridor. The corridor traverses a variety of land uses
such as agricultural areas, townships and settlements,
airstrips, parks, reserves, and significant environmental
assets. The potential for social impacts — whether

real or perceived — can influence the wellbeing of
individuals, communities, and businesses, as well as
social cohesion, with possible long-term consequences
and lasting changes.

Matters for investigation

e Potential significant disruption — both long and
short-term — to existing and/or proposed land uses
(including agriculture), public infrastructure, and
fire and emergency management, with associated
economic and social effects

e Potential effects on the community and social setting
(including wellbeing) of the project area of interest

Scan this QR code to view
the complete list of scoping

requirements for the VNI
West project

Assessment overview and study
methodology

The EES Social Impact Assessment will identify and
evaluate the project’s predicted social impacts on

the community. The assessment is taking the following
approach:

o Interviews with a wide range of stakeholders from
across the project area

e Online surveys
¢ Drop-in community information sessions
e EES technical studies review

e Secondary data analysis including interactive map
data and stakeholder meeting summaries


https://vniwproject.com.au/about-vni-west/environment-effects-statement
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-aemo-transmissionvic-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/9817/4132/2176/VNIWest_EES_Final_Scoping_Requirements.pdf

Local input

We acknowledge that the project may have a genuine
impact on people and properties, which may increase
anxiety and impact mental health. We hope to reduce stress
and uncertainty by engaging thoughtfully with people, to
answer their questions, and seek input into the project.

Our engagement in relation to social impact matters as
part of the EES has included conversations with landholders,
Traditional Owners, Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPS),
and business, community organisation and government
representatives. These stakeholders have provided valuable
input into existing social conditions and the project’s
potential effects on the community and social setting.

Themes from our conversations with landholders, local
community members, and other stakeholders are
outlined below:
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Next steps

The Social Impact Assessment will consider
all potential impacts of the project identified
in the other EES studies to make an expert
assessment of the temporary, permanent,
and cumulative social impacts that could
result from the project. Impacts may be
negative (such as loss of visual amenity) or
positive (such as increased spending in local
businesses). The study will consider measures
which could be adopted to mitigate potential
negative social impacts. These could include
wider community benefits to offset impacts.
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Need an interpreter? Call 1312 50 and quote VNI West.
If you have hearing difficulties or trouble speaking
on the phone, contact NRS on 1300 555 727 (voice),

1833 677 (TTY), or 0423 677 767 (SMS).

Email: enquiries@vniwproject.com.au
Call: 1800 824 221
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